

































































VL. PROJECT EFFECTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

The archaeological resources were evaluated using the significance criteria of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the City of San Diego’s HRG.

Under CEQA, any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which a
lead agency determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural,
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural
annals of California may be considered to be a historical resource, provided the lead agency’s
determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the whole record. Generally, a
resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be “historically significant” if the resource
meets the criteria for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources (Pub. Res. Code
§5024.1, Title 14 CCR Section 4852) including the following:

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of California’s history and cultural heritage;

B. Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses
high artistic values or;

D. Has yielded or may be likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Archaeological resources are usually assessed as to significance under Criterion D.

The California Register includes resources listed in or formally determined eligible for listing in
the National Register of Historic Places, as well as some California State Landmarks and Points
of Historical Interest. Properties of local significance that have been designated under a local
preservation ordinance (local landmarks or landmark districts) or that have been identified in a
local historical resources inventory may be eligible for listing in the California Register and are
presumed to be significant resources for purposes of CEQA, unless a preponderance of
evidence indicates otherwise (Public Resource Code § 5024.1, 14 CCR § 4850).

The CEQA Guidelines direct that lead agencies should first evaluate an archaeological site to
determine if it meets the criteria for listing in the California Register. If an archaeological site is
a historical resource (i.e., listed or eligible for listing in the California Register) potential adverse
impacts to it must be considered (Public Resource Code 21084.1 and 21083.2(l)). If an
archaeological site is not a historical resource, the effects of the project on the resource shall
not be considered a significant effect on the environment.

The City of San Diego has established the following criteria to be used in the determination of
significance under CEQA:

An archaeological site must consist of at least three associated artifacts/ ecofacts
(within a 50 square meter area) or a single feature and must be at least 45 years
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of age. Archaeological sites containing only a surface component are generally
considered not significant unless demonstrated otherwise. Such site types may
include isolated finds, bedrock milling stations, sparse lithic scatters, and shellfish
processing stations. All other archaeological sites are considered potentially
significant. The determination of significance is based on a number of factors
specific to a particular site including site size, type, and integrity; presence or
absence of a subsurface deposit, soil stratigraphy, features, diagnostics, and
dateable material; artifact and ecofact density; assemblage complexity; cultural
affiliation; association with an important person or event; and ethnic importance.

The determination of significance for historic buildings, structures, objects and
landscapes is based on age, location, context, association with an important
person or event, uniqueness, and integrity.

A site will be considered to possess ethnic significance if it is associated with a
burial or cemetery; religious social or traditional activities of a discrete ethnic
population; an important person or event as defined by a discrete ethnic
population; or the mythology of a discrete ethnic population [City of San Diego
2001:15-16].

SIGNIFICANCE

As discussed above, the portion of CA-SDI-11,696 within the NRMP is west of the trail and not
subject to direct impacts. Therefore, the site was not evaluated to assess significance. The site
appears to retain good integrity and research potential; it is a potentially significant resource.
The trail crossing the portion of the site in private ownership north of the NRMP has already
been adopted.

Surface collection and the excavation of four 1-m-by-1/2-m test units at CA-SDI-14,131
produced only two surface artifacts and no subsurface cultural material. The site’s research
potential has essentially been exhausted through the testing program, including documentation
of the site and curation of the artifacts collected. CA-SDI-14,131 is not a significant resource
under CEQA or the City’s HRG.

PROJECT EFFECTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

CA-SDI-11,696 is not subject to direct impacts from use of the trail in the NRMP, because the
site is located to the west of the trail. However, there is an unauthorized trail that crosses the
site and appears to be used to some extent. Continued use of this trail could damage the site,
which appears to retain good integrity. In order to avoid such impacts, split rail fence or other
deterrents should be placed at the points where this unauthorized trail intersects the main trail,
as shown in Figure 9.

CA-SDI-14,131 is not a significant resource, so impacts to this site do not constitute significant
effects, and no mitigation measures are required.
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SITE ARTNUM Unit type Unit numbe Upper depl Lower dept Class ltem Material CNT WT
CA-SDI-14,131 1 Mapped point 0 0 0 Flaked stone Core Quartzite 1 708.2
CA-SDI-14,131 2 Mapped point 0 0 0 Flaked stone Debitage Quartzite 1 4
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